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Registrations are now open for the 2024 First Nations Youth Jobs Expo, set for Thursday, August 8, 
at PCYC Townsville. 

This free event connects First Nations youth with local businesses offering job opportunities, 
provides information about training options, and helps them prepare for work. 

The expo will feature over 25 exhibitors representing various industries, including the National 
Aviation Academy, ADF Careers, McDonald's and The Ville.  

Attendees can participate in youth and career panels, interactive sessions, and networking 
opportunities, including engaging with the Townsville First Nations Youth Council. 

Anthony Wotton from Enabling Pathways said collaboration plays a crucial role in empowering youth 
jobseekers. 

"Our goal is to help our youth form strong connections that benefit everyone. We want to ensure 
they feel less worried and more confident about starting work. By working together, we can provide 
them with the support they need to find a job and excel in it,” he said. 

"Townsville First Nations Youth Council is excited to be part of this event as it aligns with our 
mission. We are a dynamic collective of passionate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander individuals, 
aiming to facilitate community-driven change.  

In collaboration with government and stakeholders, we strive to improve social, cultural, 
environmental, and economic outcomes for First Nations people in the community," Wotton added. 

Wayde Chiesa, CEO of Regional Development Australia Townsville and North West Queensland, said 
this event is a great opportunity for our community. 

"High-value employers in our region have job openings ready to be filled.  

This event provides an excellent opportunity to connect directly with these employers and 
industries," Chiesa said. 

Noel Gertz, Managing Director at On Common Country and Board Member of Regional Development 
Australia Townsville and North West Queensland, praised last year’s careers expo for fostering 
connections that led to the development of the 'Changing Gears' program. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2024-first-nations-youth-jobs-expo-tickets-915709480707
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"The 'Changing Gears' program, launched by On Common Country in partnership with the Motor 
Trades Association (MTA) Queensland and funded by the Queensland Government, focuses on 
enhancing job skills and readiness for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander job seekers. 

This first of its kind program was successfully piloted last October and over the next 12 months will 
see over 40 participants," he said. 
 
The 2024 First Nations Youth Jobs Expo is hosted by Regional Development Australia Townsville and 
North West Queensland and presented in collaboration with the First Nations Youth Council, the 
event is proudly funded by the Queensland Government through the Growing Workforce 
Participation Fund. 
 
For more information on this event visit eventbrite       
 
Event Overview 
2024 First Nations Youth Jobs Expo Event Details 
FREE event. For registrations visit eventbrite       
Thursday, 8 August 
Time: 1pm to 4:30pm (Public)  
(From 11am - School access only) 
Location: PCYC Townsville, 126 Wellington Street, Aitkenvale, QLD 
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