
                                                                 

 

 

 

Tourism industry calls for safe and accessible roads to aid recovery 
MEDIA RELEASE 
21 October 2020 

 
The tourism industry calls for investment and a commitment to ensuring safe and accessible roads 
throughout inland Queensland to aid in the industry’s recovery. The tourism industry across 
Queensland relies on the roads to provide access for tourists to safely explore and experience 
Queensland. 
 
The tourism industry has been impacted significantly by the COVID crisis and the recovery of the 
industry is essential for regional communities.   It is crucial towns across Queensland do not miss out 
on the intrastate and interstate travel. Investing into inland roads will ensure our region is safely 
accessible and help sustain our regional communities.  
 
Townsville Enterprise CEO Patricia O’Callaghan said investment into road infrastructure is crucial considering 
the importance of the drive market to the region’s tourism industry. 
 
“Approximately 80% of Townsville North Queensland’s tourism industry is supported by intrastate visitation, 
largely from within our drive catchment area to the western reaches of Mount Isa to the centre of the state in 
Rockhampton,” Ms O’Callaghan said. 
 
“This is an industry that prior to experiencing the devasting impacts of COVID-19, supported more than 8,000 
local jobs and contributed $1.2 billion to our regional economy. 
 
“Townsville North Queensland is the sixth largest employer in the tourism sector in the State with almost 5% 
of our population employed either directly or indirectly by tourism.  
 
“As more Queenslanders and Australians hit the road for holidays while international borders are closed, it’s a 
critical time for this investment in order keep up with the demands placed on our road networks.” 
 
Regional Development Australia Townsville and North West QLD CEO,  Glenys Schuntner added, 
“North and North West Queensland needs investment into its road network to ensure our region 
can maximize the attraction of the drive tourism market and our regional communities can continue 
to recover from the impacts of COVID-19 and prosper into the future. Investment into roads in 
regional Queensland will create construction jobs now and support the development of tourism and 
its role in diversifying and strengthening our economy. Importantly road safety outcomes will also 
improve with better quality roads”.  
 
Inland Queensland Roads Action (IQ-RAP) Partners have requested commitments from each Party to 
endorse the Inland Queensland Road Network Strategy, invest $200m into currently unfunded 
priorities across the 28 local government areas, and progress detailed planning for the identified 
priorities.  The project covers 70% of Queensland across 28 local government areas. Partners include 
28 local governments, five Regional Development Australia committees and RACQ. 
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