
                                                                 

 

 

 
Safe roads critical for logistics industry. 
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The logistics industry, in particular road freight connects people and businesses to goods that 
support their livelihoods. Across inland Queensland, the road freight sector is a very much relied 
upon provider to all remote and regional communities.  
 
Gary Mahon, Chief Executive Officer of Queensland Trucking Association, states “We need 
infrastructure investment into roads and bridges throughout inland Queensland. This will connect 
high productivity freight routes and unlock access for safer, more efficient, vehicle combinations for 
Queensland exports to remain competitive as well as ensuring supply of goods to our remote and 
regional communities throughout Queensland”.  
 
Queensland’s road freight industry is a key driver of the economy. It is the industry that ensures 
hospital patients have essential medical supplies, supermarket shelves are stocked, construction 
materials are delivered to site, and our export goods are delivered to key locations to be able to 
access overseas markets. 
 
The logistics industry ensures agricultural produce from Queensland farms is available to not only 
Queenslanders, but also Australians in other states and even people overseas. As stated in the 
TraNSIT: Unlocking options for efficient logistics infrastructure in Australian agriculture report by 
CSIRO, “Farm income, particularly in the north, is highly vulnerable to climate variability and supply 
chains are regularly cut by seasonal rain, restricting access to processors and markets and reducing 
diversification options for businesses”.  
 
Glenys Schuntner, CEO of Regional Development Australia Townsville and North West Queensland 
states “In 2016/17, the Queensland freight task was estimated to be 170 billion tonne kilometers, 
with 65% moved by road. The freight task is projected to grow by 20% over the next decade. Hence 
investment into inland Queensland roads is vital for the growth of the freight volumes servicing the 
vast number of businesses and communities across Queensland”.  
 
IQ-RAP Partners have requested commitments from each Party to endorse the Inland Queensland 
Road Network Strategy, invest $200m into currently unfunded priorities across the 28 local 
government areas, and progress detailed planning for the identified priorities.  The project covers 
70% of Queensland across 28 local government areas. Partners include 28 local governments, five 
Regional Development Australia committees and RACQ. 
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