
 

 

 
 

 

29 October 2020 

Cr Eric (Rick) Britton 
Chair 
Inland Queensland Roads Action Project 
PO Box 1669 
TOWNSVILLE QLD 4810 

Dear Cr Britton 

Thank you for your letter of 28 August regarding our policy commitments in the 2020 Queensland 
election, and your policy proposals. The Palaszczuk Labor Government’s strong health response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic has meant that we can now start to deliver our plan for economic recovery. 
This plan will support jobs, help small business, invest in Queensland’s manufacturing industry, buy 
local, and bring forward new infrastructure. 

The Palaszczuk Labor Government will build on our existing record investment in road and transport 
infrastructure, investing $200 million in the Second Bruce Highway by activating an improved 1,184 
kilometre Inland Freight Route from the New South Wales Border to Charters Towers via Roma. 

This $1 billion project would be funded on an 80:20 Federal:State basis, and follows our fully funded 
$125 million joint partnership with the Federal Government to boost capacity on the inland freight 
route under our Roads of Strategic Importance (ROSI) program and our Regional Economic 
Enabling Fund; and our previously announced state stimulus funding to support a strengthening of 
structures along the route. 

Included in a re-elected Palaszczuk Labor Government’s commitment, is $1.2 million to match the 
Commonwealth’s recent commitment to bolster the ROSI Townsville to Roma Corridor, on an 80:20 
funding basis. 

In the unlikely event that the Federal Government do not meet their funding obligation, a re-elected 
Palaszczuk Labor Government could use Queensland’s $200 million to commence works, and 
prioritise addressing constraints north of Injune, supporting flood immunity near Emerald and 
addressing other constraints near Belyando. 

Under this commitment, our Government would also prioritise AB Quad road train access between 
Roma and Toowoomba. 

Queensland Transport Logistics Council (QTLC) analysis indicates that this initiative would increase 
productivity in supply chains that effectively link production to markets, enabling forecast growth in 
the agriculture and resource sectors. Their analysis suggests that trip savings from utilising inland 
routes can be up to 4 or 5 hours from FNQ to Melbourne, and over an hour to Sydney. 

Regional and remote communities will benefit from a boost to freight movements along the Second 
Bruce, given the refuelling, maintenance, refreshment and accommodation requirements associated 
with long-haul freight truck movements. 

Our commitment to invest in a Second Bruce along the Inland Fright Route complements the 
Palaszczuk Labor Government’s commitment of an additional $500 million of upgrades to the Bruce 
Highway, building on our existing $12.6 billion jointly-funded Bruce Highway partnership with the 
Federal Government. 



 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Labor Government is committed to working with our Inland Queensland 
Roads Action Project partners to seek confirmation of the Federal Government’s contribution to this 
vital road infrastructure project on an 80:20 funding basis. 

Our record of investment in crucial road and transport infrastructure projects is in stark contrast with 
that of the Newman-Frecklington LNP Government, who slashed $1.6 billion from Queensland’s 
Roads budget and sacked over 700 road builders. 

Now is not the time to risk the LNP’s cuts. Queensland’s ongoing economic and health recovery 
requires leadership and stability, and Deb Frecklington and the LNP are a risk to our recovery.  

I urge you to communicate this message with your members and supporters. Should the Palaszczuk 
Government be re-elected, we look forward to working with you for the benefit of all Queenslanders.  

Yours sincerely 

 

STEVEN MILES MP 
Deputy Premier 
Minister for Health  
Minister for Ambulance Services 
 


