
 
 

 

28 August, 2020 
 
 
Mr Stephen Andrew MP 
One Nation Party 
PO Box 56 
SARINA  QLD  4737 
 
Email: mirani@parliament.qld.gov.au 
 
Dear Mr Andrew 
 
RE: Seeking your support for inland Queensland road funding in the State Election  
 
On behalf of the Inland Queensland Roads Action Project (IQ-RAP) Working Group and 34 partners, 
including 28 local governments, five RDA Committees and RACQ, I write to seek the One Nation’s support in 
the upcoming state election. 
 
IQ-RAP was established in 2013 by local government leaders in western Queensland, in partnership with 
Regional Development Australia Committees and RACQ.  Regional Development Australia Townsville and 
North West Queensland (RDA) initiated and has supported the project through the provision of Secretariat 
and project management. 
 
The IQ-RAP region is defined as the area covered by the 28 local government partners, making up 1.2 
million km2 and nearly 70% of the State. The region covers all or part of the State electorates of Burdekin, 
Cook, Gregory, Hinchinbrook, Thuringowa, Traegar and Warrego. 
 
 
The inland Queensland road network is vital for Queensland’s economy 
 

1. The inland road network is of strategic importance to our major industries such as mining, cattle 
and meat processing, agriculture, logistics and tourism.  Road quality and reliability directly affects 
inputs to production and distribution of outputs, productivity, competitiveness in exports and 
domestic business and hence strongly impacts Gross State Product and employment. 
 

2. In 2016/17, the Queensland freight task was estimated to be 170 billion tonne kilometres, with 65% 
moved by road. The freight task is projected to grow by 20% over the next decade. 
 

3. The Gross Regional Product of the region was $38.556 billion in 2017/18. This was a decline on the 
previous years due to drought and some mining impacts but positive growth is expected to return 
to a $43 billion plus economy. 
 

4. 37,500 businesses are based in the region and rely on the road network for inputs to production 
and distribution of outputs and the access and mobility of employees and contractors.  
 

5. Large south-east Queensland based employers like Brisbane Market Limited and JBS Dinmore also 
heavily rely on the network for their businesses. 
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6. Road funding recommendations have had strong support from peak bodies such as Agforce, 
Queensland Farmers’ Federation, Queensland Resource Council, Queensland Tourism Industry 
Council and Infrastructure Association of Queensland, demonstrating a state-wide appreciation of 
the issues and needs to improve the inland Queensland road network. 

 
  
 
The inland Queensland road network is vital for Queensland communities 
 

1. Safety is of a major concern, with the Bureau of Transport and Regional Economics reporting that in 
2015/16 there were 11.8 road deaths per 100,000 in population in regional and remote areas of 
Australia and 2.5 road deaths per 100,000 in population in major cities. This is an unacceptably high 
death toll and injury rates are also alarming. The quality of roads and bridges is an important factor 
in road safety outcomes. 
 

2. 442,600 people reside in the region, with many relying on the road network as the only option for 
connecting with other towns and communities for business, sport, recreation and tourism. 
 

3. Regional and remote areas are often serviced from regional hubs, hence the road network is vital 
for the delivery of health, education, social and other services. 
 

 
Like all regions, we need to drive economic recovery and growth. Investment into roads will create 
immediate jobs in planning and construction, and also deliver longer term benefits of productivity and 
safety as well as open up new private sector opportunities for businesses to take advantage of improved 
infrastructure. 
 
IQ-RAP partners are seeking the following commitments at the State election in October, 2020 
 

1. Endorsement of the Inland Queensland Road Network Strategy 2018 and IQRNS Appendices 
2018 to guide future planning and funding of road and bridge upgrades across the 28 local 
governments in the IQ-RAP region 

 
2. A commitment to becoming the Proponent of the Inland Queensland Road Network in 

Infrastructure Australia’s Infrastructure Priority List 2020 (to take on the planning for the 
network to advance the case for funding) 

 
3. A new commitment of $200 million from July 2021 to June 2025 to currently unfunded 

priorities in the 28 local government areas 
 
4. A commitment to work collaboratively with the IQ-RAP WG and all partners to secure 

Federal Funding support of priorities to complement the above funding to ideally bring it up 
to $1billion (using the Australian Government ratio of 8:2 used in other road funding 
programs) 
 

5. A commitment to work collaboratively with local governments to roll out funding in a timely 
manner to ensure benefits can be achieved as quickly as possible.  

 
 
 

https://www.rdanwq.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/IQRNS-July-2018-FINAL-Sep-2018.pdf
https://www.rdanwq.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/IQRNS-Appendices-July-2018-FINAL.pdf
https://www.rdanwq.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/IQRNS-Appendices-July-2018-FINAL.pdf
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/publications/infrastructure-priority-list-2020-august
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We look forward to your advice on the One Nation’s ability to invest in inland Queensland and in particular 
the road network. So that we can share the One Nation’s position with partners, key stakeholders and our 
communities of interest with sufficient time before the election, we would very much appreciate your 
advice on our request by 30 September, 2020.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me through our Secretariat, Ms Glenys Schuntner on 07 4410 3655, 0417 
198 284 or at ceo@rdanwq.org.au.  We look forward to your response. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Cr Eric (Rick) Britton 
Chair, IQ-RAP Working Group 
 
 
Cc:  Cr Gavin Baskett 

Cr Greg Campbell 
Mr Robert Cocco 
Cr Kevin Davies 
Cr Kahn Goodluck 

 Cr Stuart Mackenzie 
 Cr Jane McNamara 
 Mr Gregory Miszkowycz 
 Cr Mark Molachino 
 Cr Christine Rolfe 
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