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Developing the long term
sustainability of our region
Welcome to Issue 97!
Building Better Regions Fund Round 2 Announcement
Since our last newsletter we have welcomed the announcement of Building Better Regions Fund (BBRF) Round 2 funding. 15
projects in our region secured a total of $2.1 million. Congratulations to all involved in the hard work to secure these very
competitive funds. For more information on those who were successful, please see page 3. We now look forward to the
announcements on the successful Expressions of Interest in the Regional Growth Fund due before the end of the year and the
opening of Round 3 of the BBRF. We have not received any advice on dates for either, but will send out a newsletter when we do.
Inland Queensland Roads Action Project (IQ-RAP)
On behalf of 34 funding partners including 28 local governments from Quilpie to Mareeba and Burketown, five RDA committees and
RACQ, we engaged the Harrison Infrastructure Group to update the original Inland Queensland Roads Action Plan (Feb 2016)
including an update to the network and gap analysis, reviewing priorities that have been funded since February 2016 and an
enhanced multi-criteria assessment. RDA did most of the support work around researching statistics, updating non-technical
sections, coordinating the layout and design and printing. RDA has also supported the planning of the following delegations.
At the suggestion from Ministers’ offices, the Working Group (WG) Chair Cr Rick Britton, Deputy Chairs Cr Jane McNamara and Cr
Tom Gilmore and I took the new Inland Queensland Road Network Strategy to Canberra for briefings on 28 June.
Cr Tom Gilmore, IQ-RAP WG members Cr Liz Schmidt, Cr Peter Masters and I travelled to Brisbane on 2-3 August to meet with:
Dep. of Transport and Main Roads Director-General Neil Scales, DDG Julie Mitchell, GM Tony Philp and Director of Government
Partnerships Michelle Connolly; Dep. of Local Government, Racing and Multi-cultural Affairs Director-General Warwick Agnew and
Executive Director Jo Stephenson, and senior executives from Treasury, Queensland Treasury Corporation and industry.
Cr Tom Gilmore, Cr Jane McNamara and I will hold more meetings in Canberra on 15-16 August. The WG is seeking federal
government funding support for the urgent priorities recommended for action in the next four years and an indicative commitment
to funding opportunities for the next five years of priorities.
RDA Update
On 1 July RDA commenced its new term—with new and returning Committee members appointed through to 31 December, 2020.
There has also been some change in the make up of the executive, with Chair Frank Beveridge standing down to run as a
candidate in the next federal election and newly appointed Deputy Chair David Donohue immediately becoming the Acting Chair.
At our meeting in Townsville on 1 August, Prof Sabina Knight was elected as the new Acting Deputy Chair, Mr Chris Briggs was
elected as the Secretary and Cr Mary Brown was elected to continue on as Treasurer. Congratulations and thanks to all for taking
on even bigger volunteer roles with RDA! David and I are off to Canberra this week for the National RDA Forum and will report
back. We are particularly keen to hear more about the new report “Regions at the Ready: Investing in Australia’s Future” and what
it means for the decentralisation agenda. This is a very promising opportunity for regional Australia!
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New RDA Committee
Applications for the RDA Deputy Chair and Committee members were received and reviewed by the Chair, Mr Frank Beveridge and
a selection panel in May this year.
We welcome renewing Committee members Mr David Donohue, Cr Mary Brown, Prof Sabina Knight, Cr Greg Campbell and Cr June
Kuhl and welcome new Committee members Cr Jack Bawden, Mayor of Carpentaria Shire Council, Cr John Woods, Councillor of
Burdekin Shire Council and Mr Chris Briggs, General Manager, SeaLink.
Mayor Jack Bawden has extensive experience in both local government and small business.
“RDA provides an opportunity to further enhance the prosperity and viability of the communities in the Gulf Region,” Cr Bawden
said.
Councillor John Woods also has a broad range of experience with 18 years in local government and 15 years running his own
farming business.
“I have become a RDA committee member to do what I can to assist the growth of the small communities in our region and to
ensure that they have input into their socio-economic future,” Cr Woods said.
Chris Briggs has many years of experience operating within senior and executive management teams.
“I am particularly passionate about economic development in rural and regional communities,” Mr Briggs said.
“My life and work experience brings a keen understanding of a wide range of industries and the challenges they face operating
within our region.”
Current committee member David Donohue has been appointed Deputy Chair and will take on the role of Acting Chair, after Chair
Frank Beveridge stood down from his position to contest the next Federal election.
We wish to thank outgoing Committee Members, Prof David Low, Mr Jeff Jimmieson and Ms Kari Arbouin for their valuable
contributions to the RDA Committee over many years.

Northern RDA Alliance
The Northern RDA Alliance (NRDAA) is a collaboration of eight RDAs across Northern Australia with a goal to support all
governments to develop policies and to prioritise investment opportunities to ensure the sustainable development of Northern
Australia.
The Northern RDA Alliance (NRDAA) recently held a number of productive meetings in Canberra. This includes meetings with:



The Hon Michael McCormack MP, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Infrastructure and Transport



The Hon Dr John McVeigh, Minister for Regional
Development, Territories and Local Government



The Hon Matthew Canavan, Minister for Resources and
Northern Australia



The Hon Steven Ciobo MP, Minister for Trade, Tourism
and Investment



The Hon Kelly O’Dwyer MP, Minister for Revenue and Financial
Services

To read the full NRDAA Communique, click here.

NRDAA Alliance with the Hon Michael McCormack MP, Deputy Prime Minister
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BBRF Round 2 Announcements
Funding offers for the Building Better Regions Fund Round Two, Community Investments stream have been announced.
Eleven projects in our RDA region secured a total of $673,809 in funding under the Community Investments Stream, enabling
$798,204 of projects. These projects are:



Burke Shire Council: $20,000 for the Burke Shire Sporting and Recreation Strategy



Cloncurry Shire Council: $15,000 for the Economic Development P lan 2018 -2022, Plan and Implementation



Gulf Savannah Development Inc: $75,000 for the Gulf Savannah Regional Branding Strategy



Hinchinbrook Shire Council: $75,000 for the Hinchinbrook M aster P lan



McKinlay Shire Council: $68,190 for the M cKinlay Shire Community and I nfrastructure P lan



Mount Isa Chamber of Commerce: $15,036 for the 'Leading Teams w ith Changing Times' event, presented by
Mark McCrindle



Prospect Community Services Limited: $187,000 for the Rural/ Remote response to providing specialist
disability Accommodation



Southern Gulf NRM Ltd: $124,995 for the Stronger P est and W eek Collaboration project



Stage Queensland Inc: $20,000 for the audit of Northern Queensland's Major P erforming Arts venues



Steps Group Australia Ltd: $53,588 for the Visualise your future, w ork and study through virtual reality
project



Townsville Enterprise Ltd: $20,000 for the Tow nsville Enterprise N orth Queensland Emerging Leaders P rogram

Four projects in our region secured $1,477,192 in funding under the Infrastructure Projects stream, enabling $2,789,967 of
projects. These projects are:



Castle Hill Spinney Inc: $176, 275 for improved kitchen facilities



Towers Players Inc: $169,417 for amenities



Townsville Astronomy Group: $20,000 for the Tow nsville Observatory Site development



Townsville City Council: $1,111,500 for the upgrade of Tow nsville ’s export and economic connections

RDA would like to congratulate the successful applicants for their hard work in putting together competitive applications.
To view all successful projects, click here. For more information on BBRF, click here.

Cooperative Research Centre for Developing Northern Australia (CRCNA)
The Cooperative Research Centre for Developing Northern Australia (CRCNA) has announced its latest funding round - more than
$4.6 million dollars to help fund innovative research projects across Northern Australia.
The Expressions of interest (EOI) for the CRCNA’s funding call have opened and will close at 5pm AEST on Friday 7 September
2018.
For more information, click here.
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Australian Government Grants, Programs, Tenders and Initiatives
Community Benefit Fund Unit—Commemorative Grants
$1.25 million will be available to 11 successful applicants for initiatives that will significantly benefit Queensland communities.
This funding is being administered by the Community Benefit Fund Unit of the Office of Liquor and Gaming Regulation (OLGR).
Expressions of interest (EOI) close: 11.59pm, 31 August, 2018.
For more information, click here.

Agricultural Trade and Market Access Cooperation (ATMAC)
Provides businesses with funding between $55,000 and $1.65 million to run research and development projects, training
programs, conferences or workshops, international delegation visits or other projects to help improve access to overseas markets
for Australian agricultural products.
Applications close: 31 December 2018
For more information, click here.
Black Spot Program
Improvements for sites with identified safety concerns, funded under the Australian Government Black Spot program.
The Australian Government will provide $744.5 million to the Black Spot Program from the 2013-2014 financial year to the 20212022 financial year, with an on-going commitment of $60 million each year following.
For more information, click here.
Request for tender for Entrepreneurship Facilitator Services 2019-22
Entrepreneurship Facilitators provide practical assistance to support and encourage individuals to start a business as a way to
create their own job.
From January 2019, an additional 20 Entrepreneurship Facilitators will encourage entrepreneurship and self-employment among
older Australians at risk of unemployment due to structural changes in the economy.
Applications close Friday 24 August 2018 at 12 noon (Canberra time).
For more information, click here.
Australian Small Business Advisory Services (ASBAS) Digital Solutions program
The program delivers low cost, high quality, digital advisory services to small businesses in metropolitan and regional areas across
four priority digital capabilities: Website and selling online, Social media and digital marketing, Using small business software and
Online security and data privacy
Expressions of Interest are being sought from qualified and experienced service providers to help deliver the program to small
businesses.
Program Information
Submit Expression of Interest
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Events
Queensland METS Opportunities Workshop
mining equipment, technology and services (METS) Opportunities Workshop for those interested in learning about upcoming
opportunities to grow their business and the actions required to realise them. The half-day interactive workshop will provide METS
with industry-focused information on the challenges and opportunities for the sector and showcase funding and programs designed
to help you succeed.
What will you get?







An understanding of the opportunities and challenges facing METS companies now and into the future
Awareness of how your firm’s current capabilities compare to local and international competitors
Practical advice on opportunities your business may wish to pursue now or in the future
Knowledge of programs you can use to help fund and resource your business priorities
Access to a network of people who can assist you achieve your business objectives

Dates:

22 August, 2018

Time:

8:30am—2:00pm

Cost:

Free

Location:

The Ville Resort-Casino, Sir Leslie Thiess Dr, Townsville City

Register:

Here

Indigenous Business Start-Up Workshops
Your chance to find out how to start your own business. Whether you want to develop an Action Plan or want to learn about
business planning. From looking at your skills, passions ideas to marketing, promotion and selling, to E-Commerce options.
Delivered by Industry standard Facilitators and Trainers.

Dates:

20—24 August, 2018

Time:

9:00am—4:00pm

Cost:

Free

Location:

Townsville Sports and Recreation Precinct, Redpath Street, Townsville

Register:

Here
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Events
Small Business Safety Workshop
Improving your workplace health and safety can make your business more productive, enhance your business reputation, assist
with worker morale and retention, and even improve your ability to tender for new business.
Workplace Health and Safety Queensland is running a free, two-hour workshop designed to improve workplace health and safety
capability for your small business.
The workshop will include:



Information on how to create a safety management system



how to improve a safety management system already in place



templates and materials for practical use in your small business.

Dates:

15 August, 2018

Time:

6:00pm—8:00pm

Cost:

Free

Location:

Julia Creek Civic Centre, 29 Burke Street, Julia Creek

Register:

Here

Townsville Industry Breakfast
Hear from project leaders on future work and business opportunities in North Queensland! Presentations include:




James Cook University—Technology Innovation Complex
The Ville Resort-Casino—Redevelopment and Future Morris Group Developments

More speakers to be announced soon.
Dates:

4 September, 2018

Time:

6:30am—8:30am

Cost:

$40.00

Location:

Townsville RSL, 139 Charters Towers Rd, Hyde Park

Register:

Here

If you have an event that will support the development and sustainability of our communities, please
forward information to info@rdanwq.org.au (RDA reserves the right to assess what information can be published.)

Contact
Phone 07 4410 3655
Email info@rdanwq.org.au
Mail PO Box 1669, Townsville, QLD 4810
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