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Developing the long term
sustainability of our region
Welcome to Issue 108!
At our last Committee meeting in August we had the pleasure of welcoming Senator Susan McDonald and briefing her on some of
our key projects while also hearing from her about her priorities. Here is an update on some of our projects.
Inland Queensland Roads Action Project (IQ-RAP) - RDA:

supported IQ-RAP partners through engagement with the Australian Government in regard to the proposed early roll out of
the Roads of Strategic Importance initiative and other programs targeted at regional roads

prepared a submission to Infrastructure Australia (IA) regarding the recommendations in the Inland Queensland Road
Network Strategy and engaged with partners to seek updates on road related data and reports to provide to IA

facilitated Working Group meetings



drafted and distributed a survey to all partners about next steps

Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths (STEM) skilling initiative—RDA:

is collaborating with Townsville Enterprise Limited (TEL) to promote their STEAM forum on 18 November to bring businesses
and educators together to consider future workforce needs

will also collaborate with TEL to hold a roundtable workshop on 19 November to plan the way forward





made an application to a Qantas grant round to try and secure funding to support attendance by teachers and student
representatives from north west Queensland
has continued to engage with key stakeholders to build support for this initiative
has drafted and will distribute shortly a survey regarding jobs of the future and skills required

North and North West Queensland Aviation Development Study—RDA:

has managed this project with the financial support of the Queensland Government. The consultant QinetiQ has completed
the report and the Committee has accepted and endorsed the report.

has begun planning of workshops to launch and discuss the report and next steps for aviation business development.
RDA also continues to be involved in supporting the Regional Employment Trials program, providing input to Australian
Government inquiries of importance to our region, assisting proponents with project development advice, strategic input to flood
recovery work and facilitating and/or attending stakeholder meetings on economic development issues and opportunities.
For those interested in the next round of the Building Better Regions Fund, as a guess I would say, and hope, that we are not too
far from the next round being released! As soon as we have news from our Minister we will send out a Newsflash.
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Monsoon Recovery Related Information
The Insurance Council of Australia has multiple websites:
https://www.insurancecouncil.com.au/

http://understandinsurance.com.au/

http://www.insurancecouncil.com.au/for-consumers

https://disasters.org.au/

http://codeofpractice.com.au/document

Information sources
Claims Process Fact Sheet and Insurance Company contact details

https://disasters.org.au/recovery-document

How to make an insurance claim

https://disasters.org.au/how-to-claim

FAQs about insurance

https://disasters.org.au/faqs

How to make a complaint about an insurance claim

https://disasters.org.au/complaints

Building insurance and the scope of works process

https://disasters.org.au/news/2018/7/2/building-insuranceand-the-scope-of-works-process-what-is-it-and-why-is-itnecessary

Rebuilding after a natural disaster

https://www.qbcc.qld.gov.au/home-maintenance/rebuildingafter-natural-disaster

Organisations to assist
Australian Financial Complaints Authority

https://www.afca.org.au/

Queensland Building and Construction Commission

https://www.qbcc.qld.gov.au/

Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority (QRIDA)

http://www.qrida.qld.gov.au/

Grants and Loans

QRIDA Disaster Recovery Grants and Loans—http://www.qrida.qld.gov.au/current-programs/Disaster-recovery

Small Business Disaster Recovery Grants
The Australian and Queensland Governments have announced disaster recovery grants of up to $10,000 are available for small
businesses that were either directly or indirectly affected by the February monsoon event. Funding is available for building
resilience and undertaking repairs. The resilience grants are for small businesses that were either inundated or affected by the
monsoon. Repairs funding is only available to those who were inundated.
All criteria and explanations of eligibility can be found at
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/starting-business/advice-support/grants/disaster-recovery

RACQ – Disaster Relief
Up to $200,000 – ongoing
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Boost Australia’s Female Founders
Are you an entrepreneur or a supporter of start-ups? AusIndustry wants to hear from you!
Consultations for the Australian Government’s $18 million
Boosting Female Founders Initiative are open (read the media release).
The program will provide targeted funding and support for women engaging in
innovative entrepreneurship and ensure the needs of diverse groups are served,
including female entrepreneurs in regional areas and Indigenous founders who can face
greater difficulties accessing capital.
The Department of Industry, Innovation and Science is seeking views on the design of this program. They want to hear from people who have
experience founding a startup or have been supporting startups.
To take part in designing this program to help us support our future female entrepreneurs visit the BBF Consultation Hub, complete the survey and
provide your feedback on the discussion paper by 4 October 2019.
If you are interested in being part of a focus group in your state or territory please send your expression of interest to
BFF@industry.gov.au. Consultation sessions are currently being scheduled.
More information: https://consult.industry.gov.au/science-commercialisation/bff-design/

Small Business Programs and Initiatives
Mentoring 4 Growth
Mentoring for Growth (M4G) offers eligible businesses access to volunteer business experts who provide insights, options and suggestions relating to
challenges and opportunities you are experiencing in your business.
The M4G program assists Queensland businesses to grow and succeed in the current business environment.
More Information: https://www.business.qld.gov.au/running-business/growing-business/business-mentoring/mentoring-growth
ecoBiz
ecoBiz is a free eco-efficiency program to help Queensland businesses cut costs associated with their energy, water and waste usage while also
reducing their environmental impact. On-site coaching sessions help businesses save money and resources by putting sustainability initiatives into
practice.
More Information: https://www.business.qld.gov.au/running-business/environment/environment-business/support
Small Business Grants
The Queensland, Australian and local governments offer funding programs, often in the form of grants, and business support services to help new
and established businesses grow and succeed.

Australian Government—Call for submissions on data issues
The Australian Government is developing new laws to make sharing of Australian Government data easier and safer. These laws will enable better
public sector data sharing to:





Improve government Services
Help Australian researches access Australian Government data to undertake research projects
Inform government policy and programs

They want this to happen so that data is shared for the right purposes and with the right safeguards. They want to hear your views on this paper to
help inform and refine the legislation.
Regional Roundtables, webinars and calls for submissions are available.
For more information visit www.datacommissioner.gov.au.

Rising Regions QLD
Regional Australia is changing, and with this transformation comes boundless opportunities to rethink what regional Australian means. Change is also
bringing many challenges for our regions with population growth and jobs high on the agenda in Queensland.
Regions Rising QLD is part of the Regional Australia Institute’s national roadshow where they use evidence based research to present the facts, they
bring key regional stakeholders together, and work to change the narrative of regional Australia.
Brisbane Convention Center—9 October, 2019.
More Information: http://regionsrising.regionalaustralia.org.au/brisbane/
To purchase tickets: http://regionsrising.regionalaustralia.org.au/brisbane/
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STEAM in the Regions Forum—November, 2019
Help shape the next generation of our workforce and be a part of building stronger linkages between industry and educators,
ensuring quality outcomes for the North Queensland Region!
The demand for STEAM (Science, Technology, Arts, Engineering, and Mathematics) professionals is increasing across the globe as
innovation and technological advancements continue to shape the global economy and jobs of tomorrow.
In order for regional communities to remain competitive and relevant in a future global economy, a stronger STEAM agenda is a
must for regional Australia. To be able to adjust to a shifting labour market, regional Queensland must be able to produce the
necessary pipeline of highly skilled workers that are industry-ready, bold, innovative and creative.
This event will bring together some of the nation’s most progressive STEAM professionals, innovators, academics, industry leaders,
policy makers and educators to pose the critical questions of:

How do we ensure every Australian child has the opportunity to realise their STEAM potential?
How can regional Australia be at the forefront of education and employment opportunities to
help grow and develop the employees of tomorrow?

Date:

Monday, 18 November 2019

Time:

8.30am – 5.00pm; Registration from 8.00am

Location:

The Pavilion, The Ville Resort

Catering:

Provided throughout the event

Sessions
1: Future Skills and Regional Context
2: Best Practice STEAM Programs
3: Industry Perspective: What Do Industries Need?
4: Regional Educators & Industry Collaboration
More details and to purchase tickets: https://www.portal.townsvilleenterprise.com.au/ccms.r?
pageid=6007&tenid=TEL&NavCMD=Nextpage|2&K1=&F1=&F2=&F3=&F4=&F5=&F6=Search&F7=&F8=&F9=Search&F10=&M1=&
Y1=&W1=&SearchLast=0&SearchCmd=&ROXY=0x000000001f408e01

Entrepreneurs' Programme
The Entrepreneurs' Programme is the Australian Government’s flagship
initiative for business competitiveness and productivity.
The programme offers support to businesses through four elements:
Accelerating Commercialisation
Helps small and medium businesses, entrepreneurs and researchers to commercialise novel products, services and processes.
Business Management
Provides access to a national network of experienced business advisers and facilitators to assist you to improve your business
practices, become more competitive, and take advantage of growth and collaboration opportunities in order to increase your
business’s capability to trade in Australian markets and/or markets in other countries.
Incubator Support
Assists new and existing incubators to improve the prospects of Australian start-ups achieving commercial success in international
markets, through helping them to develop their business capabilities.
Innovation Connections
Experienced Innovation Facilitators work with your business to identify knowledge gaps that are preventing your business growth.
The outcome is an Innovation Facilitation Report.
For more details and complete overview of the Entrepreneurs Programme, visit: http://www.business.gov.au/assistance/
entrepreneurs-programme
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Grants
Manufacturing Modernisation Fund
Small to Medium Enterprise manufacturers are encouraged to apply for co-funding for capital investments and associated reskilling
to modernise manufacturing processes, adopt new technologies, become more productive and create jobs.
Modernisation can include technology upgrades, efficiency upgrades, such as energy or process optimisation, or more
transformative changes to your business, which will allow you to produce new products or diversify into new markets.
Closing date: 31 October, 2019
More Information: https://www.business.gov.au/assistance/manufacturing-modernisation-fund#key-documents
IndustryTech Fund
Provides financial incentives to larger scale co-funded projects that accelerate the development and deployment of significant and
highly collaborative industry based platform technology projects.
Applications now open
More Information: https://advance.qld.gov.au/entrepreneurs-and-startups-industry-universities-and-researchers/industrytechfund
Queensland Destination Events Program
The Queensland Destination Events Program (QDEP) seeks to leverage the crucial link between events and the destinations in
which they are staged, extending the flow of the economic, marketing and social benefits of events throughout metropolitan and
regional Queensland
Applications close: 2 October, 2019
More Information: https://teq.queensland.com/events/events-support/queensland-destination-events-program
1,000 Jobs Package Grant Funding Round
The Australian Government is subsidising 1,000 new jobs for Community Development Program participants in remote Australia to
support economic development.
Applications close: 30 November, 2019
More Information: https://www.grants.gov.au/?event=public.GO.show&GOUUID=C566B3A7-F958-C194-40DD8B56A1694CD0
Stronger Communities Programme – Round 5
The Stronger Communities Programme supports the Australian Government’s commitment to deliver social benefits in
communities across Australia. Round 5 of the program will provide $22.65 million to fund small capital projects.
Applications close: 10 October, 2019
More Information: https://www.grants.gov.au/?event=public.GO.show&GOUUID=4EFCEF8B-061E-2D75-3F6434D4DF2639E8
Economic and Community Participation (ECP) Grant Round 2019-2020
The ECP Program aims to build the capacity of the community to create opportunities for people with disability to contribute to
community prosperity and participate in community life.
The objective of this ECP grant round is to improve the economic and community participation of people with disability across
Australia.
Applications close: 21 October, 2019
More Information: https://www.grants.gov.au/?event=public.GO.show&GOUUID=94D64742-A8CB-AB1C-97F27399734D6409
Drought Communities Programme - Extended
The extension of the Drought Communities Programme provides funding of $110 million over two years from 2018-19 to Eligible
Councils to deliver immediate economic stimulus and other benefits to targeted drought-affected regions of Australia. The program
will support local community infrastructure and other drought relief projects for communities impacted by drought.
Applications close: 1 June, 2020
More Information: https://www.grants.gov.au/?event=public.GO.show&GOUUID=BF49D543-DBA9-374A-C3F23C3F68A11FD2
Australian Government’s grant’s information system - GrantConnect
https://www.grants.gov.au/
Queensland Government’s Grants Finder
https://www.grants.services.qld.gov.au/#/
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Previous Grants
Below are a list of grants still available, which were previously presented in this newsletter.
Australian Apprenticeships Incentives Program
The Australian Apprenticeships Incentives Program is to contribute to the development of a highly skilled and relevant Australian
workforce that supports economic sustainability and competitiveness.
More information : https://www.grants.gov.au/?event=public.GO.show&GOUUID=5157B05B-DA65-E93F-A347E0465D88D221
Advanced Manufacturing Early Stage Research Fund
The AMESRF is a $4 million funding initiative, and forms part of the $100 million Advanced Manufacturing Fund which will boost
innovation, skills and employment in advanced manufacturing.
More information: https://www.grants.gov.au/?event=public.GO.show&GOUUID=391495CD-04C4-F717-20738F039469EE31
Biofutures Industry Development Fund
The fund is a $5 million repayable fund to help well-advanced industrial biotech proponents to get large-scale projects through the
final stage of financial due diligence to secure financing from investors.
More Information: http://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/industry-development/biofutures-industry-development-fund.html
Jobs and Regional Growth Fund
The $150 million Jobs and Regional Growth Fund is part of the government’s broader Jobs and Regional Growth Package, targeted
at growing regional economies and creating long-term jobs for Queenslanders.
More Information: http://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/industry/industry-support/jobs-and-regional-growth-fund.html
Business Growth Fund
Funding of up to $50,000 (excluding GST) may be provided for eligible business to purchase and implement highly specialised
equipment to enable them to move to the next stage of growth.
More information: https://www.business.qld.gov.au/starting-business/advice-support/grants/growth-fund
Rural Economic Development Grants
These grants will fund projects which provide unique opportunities to generate economic and employment opportunities related to
primary production across rural and remote Queensland.
More information: http://www.qrida.qld.gov.au/current-programs/rural-economic-development-grants
Building Our Regions—Round 5
The $365 million Building our Regions program supports local government infrastructure projects in regional communities that
create flow-on economic development opportunities and jobs.
More information: https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/regions/building-our-regions.html
Business Development Fund Grant
The Business Development Fund (the Fund) is the Queensland Government's $80 million angel and venture capital funding
available to Queensland businesses.
More Information: https://www.grants.services.qld.gov.au/#/service-details/64601?answers=1002,-2000,-4000,-3000,5000&sortBy=status&sortDir=desc
Business Growth Fund
Funding of up to $50,000 (excluding GST) may be provided for eligible business to purchase and implement highly specialised
equipment to enable them to move to the next stage of growth.
More information: https://www.business.qld.gov.au/starting-business/advice-support/grants/growth-fund
Rural Economic Development Grants
These grants will fund projects which provide unique opportunities to generate economic and employment opportunities related to
primary production across rural and remote Queensland.
More information: http://www.qrida.qld.gov.au/current-programs/rural-economic-development-grants
Building Our Regions—Round 5
The $365 million Building our Regions program supports local government infrastructure projects in regional communities that
create flow-on economic development opportunities and jobs.
More information: https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/regions/building-our-regions.html
Business Development Fund Grant
The Business Development Fund (the Fund) is the Queensland Government's $80 million angel and venture capital funding
available to Queensland businesses.
More Information: https://www.grants.services.qld.gov.au/#/service-details/64601?answers=1002,-2000,-4000,-3000,5000&sortBy=status&sortDir=desc
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