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Welcome to the next edition of the IQ-RAP Update! 
 
On behalf of the IQ-RAP Working Group Chair Cr Peter Maguire and the Project Team I am pleased to provide you with this update. 
 
Stakeholder Engagement Activities 
Since the last newsletter on 29 February, the IQ-RAP Working Group members David Donohue, Russell Whale and Michael Roth from 
RACQ and myself continued with intensive advocacy efforts with visits to Canberra and Brisbane to brief Parliamentarians, depart-
mental executives and industry stakeholders on the significance of the IQ-RAP. This included presenting to the Joint Select Commit-
tee on Northern Australia and meeting with the Minister for Northern Australia Senator the Hon Matt Canavan. Feedback from all 
meetings has been very positive. As follow up to these and other meetings held in February, more than 50 letters have been sent 
thanking stakeholders for their interest and seeking their on-going support for IQ-RAP. Please see pages 2 and 3 for more details.  
 
Key IQ-RAP Advocacy Messages  

¶ The IQ-RAP project is a regional economic development initiative to create jobs, drive productivity gains and attract investment.    

¶ The IQ-RAP itself is a planning and decision-making tool to support investment into the inland Queensland road network. 

¶ The IQ-RAP is based on data provided by Queenslandôs Department of Transport and Main Roads and Regional Roads and 
Transport Groups. It can be updated as required based on new demand coming online from new investments.  

¶ The IQ-RAP approach by a collaborative partnership of 47 funding partners, taking a long term, strategic network wide approach 
with transparency of data aligns with Infrastructure Australiaôs recommended approach to regional infrastructure planning and 
investment decision making. Refer to the Australian Infrastructure Plan Recommendation 4.1 

¶ The IQ-RAP approach of seeking to capture value from infrastructure investment from a whole-of government perspective aligns 
with the State Infrastructure Plan which notes productivity as the greatest challenge with objectives to focus on infrastructure 
that ñleads and supports growth and productivityò as well as to ñconnect communities and marketsò and ñimprove sustainability 
and resilienceò.  

¶ The State Infrastructure Plan states ñ the government will prioritise projects and initiatives that support connectedness and 
freight productivity in regional areas. The movement of freight is a critical activity driven by industry, population growth and con-
sumer needs, and is fundamental in supporting economic growthò.  

¶ Key stakeholders have recommended we seek funding of $5 million to proceed with the  gap analysis on business cases for roads 
identified in the IQ-RAP, to build the economic case for future investment and funding submissions, and to steer the project for-
ward. A pre-budget submission was made to the Australian Government in this regard. 

 
Next Steps 

¶ Advocacy briefings are continuing with more meetings and industry presentations being planned in Brisbane and Canberra.  

¶ The Working Group is seeking letters of support for IQ-RAP from key regional development, industry and transport groups. 

¶ We have commenced discussions with key stakeholders about holding an IQ-RAP update briefing for Mayors and Regional Roads 
and Transport Groups in Brisbane, potentially in mid-May based on feedback to date. 

¶ Over the next two weeks all incoming and re-elected Mayors will be sent a letter informing them of the IQ-RAP, the Working 
Groupôs appreciation of their Council support and why it is such an important initiative to keep working on. 

 
Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any questions. I can be reached on 07 4410 3655 or by email at ceo@rdanwq.org.au  
 
Kind Regards  
Glenys Schuntner 
Secretariat, IQ-RAP 
CEO, RDA Townsville and North West Queensland Committee 
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Australian Parliament  

¶ Assistant Minister for Defence the Hon Michael McCormack MP 

¶ Minister for Northern Australia, Senator the Hon Matt Canavan 

¶ Senator the Hon Glenn Lazarus  

¶ Office of the Hon Warren Truss MP, Member for Wide Bay ï Senior Advisor Simon Kelly  

¶ Office of the Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Regional Communications, Minister for Rural Health, Senator the 

Hon Fiona Nash    ï Senior Advisor Sam Harma 

¶ Office of the Minister for Infrastructure and Transport the Hon Darren Chester ï Assistant Advisor Infrastructure Chris Daffey 

¶ Office of the Minister for Resources, Energy and Northern Australia the Hon Josh Frydenberg ï Senior Advisor Daniel Caruso and 

Assistant Advisor Gideon Rozner (at the Northern RDA Alliance meeting) 

 

Australian Government Departments / Agencies 

¶ Department of Industry, Innovation and Science, Head of Division Portfolio Strategic Policy Mike Lawson and Assistant  

    Manager Paul James  

¶ Department of Industry, Regional Development, North West Roads Infrastructure Investment Division General Manager  

    Roland Pittar and A/g General Manager North West Roads Christina Garvin 

¶ Department of Industry, Regional Development, Executive Director Local Government and Territories Robyn Fleming 

¶ Office of Northern Australia Head Mark Coffey 

 

Queensland Parliament  

¶ Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural Resources and Mines the Hon Dr Anthony Lynham MP 

¶ Assistant Minister Local Government the Hon Jennifer Howard 

¶ Office of the Minister for Transport and the Commonwealth Games the Hon Stirling Hinchliffe - Senior Transport Advisor Isuru 

Neelagama 

¶ Member for Burdekin Dale Last MLA 

¶ Member for Townsville Scott Stewart MLA 

 
Queensland Government Departments / Agencies 

¶ Department of the Premier and Cabinet, Senior Executive Director, North Queensland, Policy Division Craig Wilson 

¶ Department Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning, Deputy Director General, Infrastructure Policy and Planning  

    Darren Crombie and Director Infrastructure Policy and Planning Dr Lisa Pollard and DirectorðInfrastructure Planning Services  

Stephen Webster 

 

 
 

IQ-RAP Working Group member David Donohue 
and Secretariat Glenys Schuntner brief Assis-
tant Minister  for Local Government the Hon 

Jennifer Howard (centre). 

IQ-RAP Secretariat Glenys Schuntner and Working 
Group Member Russell Whale brief Member for  

Burdekin Dale Last (centre). 
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Key Stakeholders 

¶ ARRB Group, Regional Manager (QLD/NT) Carlos Rial 

¶ Australian Local Government Association, Chief Executive Officer Adrian Beresford-Wylie 

¶ Australian Trade Commission, Senior Investment Specialist Hugh Funder 

¶ Australian Trucking Association, National Manager Government Relations and Policy Bill McKinley 

¶ Building Queensland, Chief Executive Officer David Quinn 

¶ Campervan and Motorhome Club of Australia, Manager Government and Stakeholder Communications Colin Balfour 

¶ CSIRO, Principal Research Scientist Dr Andrew Higgins 

¶ Infrastructure Association of Queensland, Chief Executive Officer Steve Abson 

¶ Infrastructure Australia, Chief Executive Officer Philip Davies, Executive Director Policy and Research Adrian Dwyer and  

    Senior Advisor Policy and Research Jon Frazer 

¶ Infrastructure Partnerships Australia, Senior Manager Economics, Project Finance and Utilities Robert Montgomery and Senior 

Policy Officer David Jiang 

¶ Local Government Association Queensland, General Manager Advocacy Greg Hoffman and Manager - Advocacy Infrastructure, 

Economics and Regional Development Simone Talbot 

¶ National Heavy Vehicle Regulator, Executive Director Engagement and Partnerships Karen Vohland and Director Access Peter 

Caprioli 

¶ National Road Transport Association, Policy Officer Bryan Mundy 

aŜŘƛŀ /ƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ 

We have received further media coverage on the IQ-RAP as well as significant social media reach through Facebook and Twitter. 
Join the conversation via #iqrap 
 
Senator Glenn Lazarus throws his support behind IQ-RAP 
Working Group member David Donohue and I had the opportunity to brief Queensland Senator Glenn Lazarus on the IQ-RAP 
when he recently visited Townsville. We then held a press conference with WIN television news, in which the Senator talked about 
how he fully supports the project and how it provides a blueprint for a system of high quality roads across inland Queensland. 
Senator Lazarus also did an interview with commercial radio station Zinc FM. 
 
 
Linking Northern Australia Beef Roads to IQ-RAP 
The Northern Australia Beef Roads forum was held in Darwin earlier this month, as part of the Australian Governmentôs $100 mil-
lion commitment towards improving key roads used for cattle transport in northern Australia. Interim Chair of the Co-operative 
Research Centre for Developing Northern Australia and Richmond Mayor John Wharton attended the forum. During the forum, 
CSIRO presented its Transport Network Strategic Investment Tool (TRaNSIT) modelling of stakeholder priorities, which has ana-
lysed the benefits of movement of cattle of potential projects.  Mayor Cr Wharton and I held a press conference with local media 
to highlight how the IQ-RAP complements the TRaNSIT modelling. 
 
 

IQ-RAP Secretariat Glenys Schuntner and Rich-
mond Mayor John Wharton discuss how the  
IQ-RAP complements the Beef Roads TRaNSIT 

model. 

IQ-RAP Working Group member David 
Dononue and IQ-RAP Secretariat Glenys 
Schuntner brief Queensland Senator Glenn 

Lazarus (centre). 

https://www.facebook.com/RDATownsvilleandNWQ/
https://twitter.com/rdatnwq
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Plus 

¶ Northern Queensland RDA Alliance: RDA Far North Queensland and Torres Strait, RDA Townsville and North West Queens-
land, RDA Mackay-Isaac-Whitsunday, RDA Fitzroy and Central West 

¶ Regional Roads and Transport Groups: Bowen Basin, Far North Queensland, Gladstone, North West, Outback, Rockhamp-
ton, South West Queensland and Western Downs 

 
 
In-kind Support 

¶ Department of Transport and Main Roads 
 


