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Welcome to the next update IQ-RAP Update!  
 
On behalf of the Inland Queensland Roads Action Plan (IQ-RAP) Project Team I am pleased to provide you with an update on the 
recent launch of the plan and the progress of this project. 
 
Launch Activities 
The IQ-RAP launch was held on 1st Februaryðwith IQ-RAP Working Group Chair Cr Peter Maguire doing interviews by radio from 
Emerald, RACQ holding a press conference in Brisbane and the physical launch occurring in Charters Towers with Charters Towers 
Regional Council Mayor Cr Frank Beveridge and myself doing the honours in front of graders on a a dirt road! Nothing like showing 
how it is! It was great to see that the launch attracted extensive media coverage from across regional Queensland and Brisbane in-
cluding newspapers, television and radio news and ABC radio regional programs. (Refer page 2) 
 
Stakeholder Engagement Activities 
Following the launch, we immediately headed to Canberra to start briefing Australian Government parliamentarians and depart-
mental executives. The delegation was led by IQ-RAP Working Group Chair Cr Peter Maguire with Working Group member David 
Donohue and myself participating. While in Canberra, we were also given the opportunity to meet up with the Minister Assisting the 
Premier on North Queensland, The Hon Coralee OôRourke and her delegation of North Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils 
Chairs. One week later we visited Brisbane to brief Queensland parliamentarians and departmental executives. We also met with a 
number of key road infrastructure stakeholders. We have had very positive feedback from all stakeholders! (Refer pages 3 - 4) 
 
Key IQ-RAP Messages 
The IQ-RAP is being used to engage with the Australian and Queensland Governments  on a strategic, long-term, networkïwide ap-
proach to planning and prioritising road funding across 33 regional, rural and remote local government areas that make up 19% of 
the land area of Australia. (Refer page 5) A copy of the IQ-RAP and Overview is available on our web page at http://rdanwq.org.au/
iq-rap 
 
Australian Infrastructure Plan 
We recently welcomed Infrastructure Australiaôs release of the Australian Infrastructure Plan. The IQ-RAP approach is consistent with 
Recommendation 4.1. For more information, visit http://infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/ 
 
Pre-Budget Submission 
The Secretariat has prepared and submitted the IQ-RAP with a funding proposal to take the IQ-RAP planning to the next level. As per 
recommendations to us by key infrastructure stakeholders, we have sought funding of $5 million to enable the full economic analysis 
and business case development to support future funding submissions for the IQ-RAP network. 
 
If you have any questions. I can be reached on 07 4410 3655, 0417 198 284 or by email at ceo@rdanwq.org.au  I look forward to 
providing you with further updates and progress on the IQ-RAP in March. 
 
Kind Regards  

 
 
 
 
 

Glenys Schuntner 
Secretariat, IQ-RAP 
CEO, RDA Townsville and North West Queensland Committee 
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The IQ-RAP launch was held in conjunction with a press conference in Charters Towers last week on Monday 1st February. We 
were pleased with the interest from local and regional media outlets and the great coverage we received through a number of 
media outlets across the state. 
 
The media outlets covered some of our key messages, including: 
 
- The importance of the inland Queensland roads and the need to upgrade to fit-for-purpose use   
- The IQ-RAP has identified $5 billion worth of works are needed in the next 18 years  
- The plan is the first of its kind in Australia 
- The regional Queensland economy (outside Brisbane) is approx. 52% of the stateôs Gross State Product, that is, $140 billion 
 
 
The IQ-RAP received media coverage from the following media outlets: 
 
 
Newspapers 
 
The Northern Miner (Charters Towers) Queensland Country Life 
Townsville Bulletin     North Queensland Register  
Gympie Times    Caboolture News 
News Mail (Bundaberg)   Western Star (Roma) 
Dalby Herald     Central & North Burnett Times 
Longreach Leader    Toowoomba Chronicle 
Sunshine Coast Daily   Daily Mercury News 
Whitsunday Times    Queensland Times 
Ipswich Advertiser    Fraser Coast Chronicle 
Gatton Star     Coolum & Nth Shore News 
Central Telegraph    The Range News  
South Burnett Times. 
 
 
Television 
 
Regional WIN news    Regional 7 news 
 
 
Radio 
 
ABC covered the story in news bulletins and in breakfast programs across the regions, including: 

¶ ABC Far North (Cairns) 

¶ ABC North Queensland (Townsville)  

¶ ABC Western Queensland (Longreach) 

¶ ABC Tropical North (Mackay) 

¶ ABC Capricornia (Rockhampton) 

¶ ABC Wide Bay (Bundaberg) 

¶ ABC Southern Cross (Toowoomba) 
 
The story was also covered in news bulletins on commercial stations, such as SEA FM and Zinc FM, in regional areas, including:  

¶ Townsville  

¶ Mackay 

¶ Rockhampton 

¶ Toowoomba 

¶ Innisfail 
 
 
Publications 
 
Australian Logistics Council Update - state news (sent to all members) and Queensland Industry Advocate  
 
 
Online 
 
Surat Basin Online http://www.suratbasin.com.au/news/racq-backs-plan-roads/2918060/ 
Queensland Farmersô Federation http://www.qff.org.au/heres-10-things-to-know-from-qff-32/  
Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development https://rda.gov.au/news/20160224-qld-roads.aspx 
 
 

 

http://www.suratbasin.com.au/news/racq-backs-plan-roads/2918060/
http://www.qff.org.au/heres-10-things-to-know-from-qff-32/
https://rda.gov.au/news/20160224-qld-roads.aspx
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Working Group Chair Cr Peter Maguire, Working Group member David Donohue and I visited Canberra and Brisbane earlier this 
month, where we met  with Senators, Ministers, Members of Parliament and advisers from the government and the opposition. In 
Brisbane we were joined by IQ-RAP Project Team member Russell Whale from RACQ. We also met with executives from govern-
ment departments and key stakeholders. 

 

The following on pages 2 and 3 are lists of the IQ-RAP briefings that have recently been undertaken. 

 

Australian Parliament  

¶ Minister for Resources, Energy and Northern Australia The Hon Josh Frydenberg MP 

¶ Minister for Major Projects, Territories and Local Government The Hon Paul Fletcher MP 

¶ Assistant Minister for Defence The Hon Michael McCormack MP (former Assistant Minister to the Deputy Prime Minister) 

¶ Assistant Minister to the Prime Minister Senator The Hon James McGrath 

¶ Shadow Minister for Regional Development and Local Government The Hon Julie Collins MP 

¶ Shadow Minister for Infrastructure and Transport, Cities, Tourism The Hon Anthony Albanese MP 

¶ Senator The Hon Ian Macdonald  

¶ Senator The Hon Jan McLucas  

¶ Member for Brand The Hon Gary Gray AO MP  

¶ Member for Dawson Mr George Christensen MP  

¶ Member for Herbert Mr Ewen Jones MP 

¶ Member for Kennedy The Hon Bob Katter MP 

 

Australian Government Departments/ Agencies  

¶ Northern Australia Co-operative Research Centre (CRC) Interim Chair Cr John Warton  

¶ Infrastructure Australia Chief Executive Officer Philip Davies 

¶ Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development, North West Roads Infrastructure Investment Division General 
Manager Roland Pittar and team 

 

IQ-RAP Working Group Chair Cr Peter Maguire, 
Minister Michael McCormack and Working Group 
member David Donohue and Glenys Schuntner 
at Parliament House in Canberra 

IQ-RAP Working Group member David Donohue 
and Glenys Schuntner with Member for Herbert 
Mr Ewen Jones at Parliament House in Canberra 
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Queensland Parliament  

¶ Minister for Disability Services, Seniors and Assisting the Premier on North Queensland The Hon Coralee OôRourke 

¶ Shadow Minister for Infrastructure, Planning, Small Business, Employment and Trade Tim Nicholls MP 

¶ Shadow Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, State Development and Northern Development Andrew Cripps MP 

¶ Member for Gregory Lachlan Millar MLA 

¶ Member for Mount Isa Robbie Katter MLA 

¶ Member for Whitsundays Jason Costigan MLA 

 

Queensland Government Departments 

¶ Department of the Premier and Cabinet, Senior Director Economic Policy Nick Dowie  

¶ Queensland Treasury, Deputy Under Treasurer, Commercial Advisory Warwick Agnew and Director Budget Portfolios Divi-
sion David Jackson 

¶ Department of Transport and Main Roads, Deputy Director-General Policy, Planning and Investment Matt Longland, Acting 
General Manager Portfolio Investment and Programming Ann-Maree Knox and Director (Government Partnerships) Freight 
and Partnerships. Transport Strategy and Planning Michelle Connolly 

¶ Department of Tourism, Events and Small Business, Senior Project Officer Industry Development Lisa Travers 

 

Key Stakeholders 

¶ Agforce Queensland, Grains Policy Director Tamara Badenoch/Livestock Policy Officer and Wool Policy Director Michael All-
pass 

¶ Australian Asphalt Pavement Association, State Executive Officer (Qld) Robert Vos 

¶ Civil Train QLD, Chief Executive Officer Robert Row 

¶ Queensland Farmersô Federation, Chief Executive Officer Ruth Wade 

¶ Queensland Resource Council, Chief Executive Michael Roche/Director Economic and Infrastructure Policy Andrew Barger 

¶ Queensland Transport and Logistics Council, Chief Executive Officer Dr Rebecca Michael 

 

bŜȄǘ {ǘŜǇǎ 

¶ 29 February - 2 March Further Ministerial and Departmental briefings in Canberra  

¶ 1 March    Briefing to the Joint Select Committee on Northern Australia in Canberra 

¶ 3-4 March   Stakeholder meetings in Sydney 

¶ MarchðApril       Further Ministerial and Departmental briefings in Brisbane and Canberra  

¶ MarchðApril   On-going briefings to key industry stakeholders 

¶ On-going   Media engagement to promote the IQ-RAP and key messages  
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The following fast facts will hopefully assist you in promoting the IQ-RAP to other key stakeholders. 

 

1.  The RDA Townsville and North West Queensland Committee initiated the concept of an inland roads action plan in late 2013, 
based on the success of the Department of Transport and Main Roadsô Bruce Highway Action Plan and advocacy support in 
securing funding commitments over 10 years. RDA engaged with four other RDA Committees and a broad range of stakehold-
ers to hold forums in Longreach and Mount Isa to test the need, opportunity and appetite to progress the initiative which has 
become known as the Inland Queensland Roads Action Plan (IQ-RAP). This plan is the first of its kind in Australia based on 
taking a strategic network-wide approach, over a long period, over such a large area with so many contributing stakeholders. 

 
 
2.  IQ-RAP is a bipartisan project funded by 33 local governments, 8 Regional Roads and Transport Groups, 4 RDA Committees, 
the NQ RDA Alliance and RACQ to drive regional economic development across regional Queensland.  

 
 
3.  The IQ-RAP will deliver sustainable jobs, improve productivity for existing industries and businesses along supply chains, en-
hance competitiveness of exporters, support new private sector investment and improve resilience and connectivity for the 
delivery of goods and services to communities.   

 
 
4.  The IQ-RAP was publicly launched in Charters Towers in February 2016. These ñfinal draftsò have been used in consultation 
with key government and industry stakeholders. Minor amendments will be made as required based on feedback with a final 
revised version expected in March, 2016.  

 
 
5.  The vision for the IQ-RAP is to increase the quality and accessibility of the road network to maximise the economic prosperity 
of inland Queensland, thereby contributing to Australiaôs productivity, quality of life, safety and equity outcomes.  

 
 
6.  The IQ-RAP area covers 1.4 million km2 which equates to 82% of Queensland and 19% of Australia. It is an economic power-
house with the resources and energy, agriculture and tourism industries contributing significantly to export income and nation-
al Gross Domestic Product. 52% of Queenslandôs economy, that is $150 billion in 2013/14, is generated outside the Greater 
Brisbane area of Brisbane, Ipswich, Logan and Moreton local governments. 

 
 
7.  With the assistance of the Harrison Infrastructure Group, the IQ-RAP was developed using established roads planning and pri-
oritisation methodology including the use of multi criteria analysis that reviewed Economic Value, Safety, Strategic Intent, Ac-
cess and Social value. 

 
 
8.  The plan reviewed a total of 16,000 km of strategic road network and identifies 3,000 km of roads and 300 bridges that re-
quire upgrading to fit for purpose standards over the next 18 years. There is no ñgold platingò or ñblue sky build it so they will 
comeò. The priorities are based on current demand and suitable standards to meet that demand. The analysis can be updated 
with new data as new projects come on line that influence demand.  

 
 
9.  An average of $277 million p.a. expenditure over 18 years can achieve these prioritised upgrades to the road network as well 
as achieving the regional economic benefits mentioned above such as job creation, productivity improvements for businesses 
and more resilient and reliable connectivity for communities. 

 
 
10. Over 18 years, the investment required to deliver the IQ-RAP is $5 billion. That is 0.19% of the Gross State Product (GSP) of 
$2,700 billion generated outside Greater Brisbane over that same period ï based on current GSP and dollars.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Photo courtesy of Mount Isa City Council      Photo courtesy of Isaac Regional Council 
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IQ-RAP Funding Partners 


